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Morningside’s
Mission

To provide meaningful 
experiences through education, 
research, and conservation.

Morningside’s
Vision

A gateway for every generation 
to connect to cultural history 

and the natural world.



Protects, enhances, and educates
 about its valuable natural and cultural resources

Resource-based improvements, 
compatible with resource 
protection and land 

management

Minimal impacts 
Restore and enhance 
existing resources

Increase environmental, 
cultural, and historical 

education 
Preserve opportunities for 

‘instant wilderness’
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M A S T E R  P L A N  G O A L S



Celebrates its natural and historic character with 
contemporary updates

Morningside as an 
iconic and unique 

destination

Preserve natural 
and historic 
character

Freshen up ‘the look’ 
while maintaining 
what makes 

Morningside special

Balance appeal 
of nostalgia while 
accommodating 

needs 
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M A S T E R  P L A N  G O A L S



Creates an inclusive, accessible, and welcoming experience 
for all visitors

Universal accessibility 
that also minimizes 

impacts
Diverse stories, ‘My story’ Make relevant to all 

generations

Promote a sense of 
adventure and wonder

Improve wayfinding and 
trail organization

Environmental and 
historical education starts 
at the point of arrival 
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M A S T E R  P L A N  G O A L S



Strengthens connections to the community, both 
adjacent neighborhoods and Gainesville at large

Provide diverse 
opportunities for personal 
connections to nature

Interactive and 
participatory activities

Broaden programming to 
appeal to more diverse 
audiences and inspire 

repeat visits

Increase opportunities for 
adjacent residents to better 

utilize Morningside

Increase opportunities for 
nearby school students 
and staff to better utilize 

Morningside
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Make community more 
aware of Morningside

M A S T E R  P L A N  G O A L S



IN
VENTORY &

 

ANALYSIS
 M

AP +
 

DRAFT M
ASTER P

LAN

IN
TERNAL S

TAKEHOLDERS 

M
EETIN

G

IN
TERNAL S

TAKEHOLDERS 

M
EETIN

G

IN
TERNAL S

TAKEHOLDERS 

COORDIN
ATIO

N

IN
TERNAL S

TAKEHOLDERS 

M
EETIN

G
EXTERNAL S

TAKEHOLDERS 

M
EETIN

G

PRELIM
IN

ARY

M
ASTER P

LAND
EC

EM
B

ER
 2

02
4

M
A

R
C

H
 2

02
5

M
A

Y
 2

02
5

PUBLIC
 W

ORKSHOP

CIT
Y O

F G
AIN

ESVIL
LE 

FIR
ST S

TEP M
EETIN

G

FIN
AL

M
ASTER P

LAN

CIT
Y O

F G
AIN

ESVIL
LE

COM
M

IS
SIO

N M
EETIN

G

INTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS

EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS

PUBLIC

M A S T E R  P L A N  P R O C E S S

N E X T  S T E P S

G A I N  I N P U T 

R E V I S E

W
H

E
R

E
 W

E 
A

R
E

 T
O

D
A

Y



M A S T E R  P L A N  E N G A G E M E N T
I N T E R N A L  S T A K E H O L D E R 

M E E T I N G S

E X T E R N A L  S T A K E H O L D E R 

M E E T I N G S

P U B L I C  W O R K S H O P

I N T E R N A L  S T A K E H O L D E R S 

C O O R D I N A T I O N

C I T Y  O F  G A I N E S V I L L E 

C O M M I S S I O N  M E E T I N G

C I T Y  O F  G A I N E S V I L L E  F I R S T  S T E P 

M E E T I N G  



I N V E N T O R Y  &  A N A L Y S I S

N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

C U L T U R A L  &  H I S T O R I C 
E L E M E N T S E D U C A T I O N A L  E L E M E N T S



E D U C A T I O N A L  E L E M E N T S

I N V E N T O R Y  &  A N A L Y S I S

N A T U R E  B A S E D 
R E C R E A T I O N A R C H I T E C T U R E

W A Y F I N D I N G  & 
B R A N D I N G

U S E  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E
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NOTES:

Site furnishing, wayfinding, landscape, environmental education, and art to be included 
throughout site. 

Proposed new trails are shown graphically for the intent of master planning purposes and 
will be further identified in the field with the approval of Morningside's Land Management 
team prior to improvements.
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P R O P O S E D  E N T R Y  E X P E R I E N C E

A  W E L C O M I N G  E N T R A N C E

E N H A N C E D  V I S I B I L I T Y

Cher t  rock  s i gn  wa l l s  w i th  sp l i t 
ra i l  f enc ing  and  smal l  co lumns 
that  f rame  en t r y.

P lan t ing  enhancements  w i th  an 
e longated  cen t ra l  i s l and .

New s idewalk  connect ion  to 
Un ive rs i t y  Avenue .

S T R O N G E R  C O N N E C T I O N

E A S T  U N I V E R S I T Y  A V E N U E



P R O P O S E D  N A T U R E  C E N T E R

S T A F F  S P A C E
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•  C L A S S R O O M
•  R E S T R O O M S
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P R O P O S E D  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E
E D U C A T I O N  &  T R A I N I N G  C E N T E R

P U B L I C  S P A C E
•  P R O G R A M M A B L E  T R A I N I N G  R O O M
•  R E S T R O O M S

S T A F F  S P A C E
•  6  O F F I C E S
•  6  S H A R E D  W O R K S T A T I O N S
•  1  C O L A B  R O O M
•  B R E A K  R O O M
•  L O C K E R S
•  S T O R A G E
•  W O R K S H O P
•  L O A D I N G / E Q U I P M E N T  B A Y

6 ,700  SF 
Educat ion  &  a r t i fac t  d i sp lay
M ix  o f  pub l i c  and  sta f f  spaces
C i t y ’s  Ma in tenance  Team O f f i ce
Secure  Ma in tenance  Shop
Rest rooms ,  l ocke r  rooms ,  &  sto rage

SCALE: 1”=50’-0”



C r e d i t :  S t r e e t  L a b

S H A D E ,  S I T E 
F U R N I S H I N G S ,  P O W E R 

R E C E P T A C L E S ,  &  L I G H T I N G 
A D A P T A B L E  F O R  S M A L L 

A N D  L A R G E R  E V E N T S

P R O G R A M M A B L E  P L A Z A

W E L C O M I N G 
C O M M U N I T Y  S P A C E



T R A I L  I M P R O V E M E N T S

T R A I L  N O D E S  W I T H 
I N T E R A C T I V E  E X P E R I E N C E S

D I G I T A L  A N D  P H Y S I C A L 
I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  F O R 
W A Y F I N D I N G

P A S S I V E  &  S E N S I T I V E 
E N G A G E M E N T  W I T H 
N A T U R A L  C O M M U N I T I E S



P I C N I C / O P E N  S P A C E  A R E A S

A C C E S S I B L E  &  I N V I T I N G 
S P A C E S  F O R  A L L  L E V E L S  O F 
C O M F O R T  W I T H I N  N A T U R E N A T U R E - B A S E D  A R T  E L E M E N T S

C O N N E C T I V I T Y  T O 
E D U C A T I O N A L  C E N T E R S



C U L T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  A R E A  I M P R O V E M E N T S

M O R E  W E L C O M I N G  E N T R Y  & 
N E W  H U B  F O R  T I M U C U A  A R E A 

M O R E  V I S I B I L I T Y  & 
C O N N E C T I O N

S H E L T E R  F R O M  R A I N  A N D  S U N 
F O R  E D U C A T I O N A L  G R O U P S

Rest rooms w i l l  be  p rov ided  as  pa r t  o f  p roposed  improvements .



I M M E R S I V E 
N A T U R E - B A S E D  E L E M E N T S

E N H A N C E D  T R A I L 
W A Y F I N D I N G  & 
I N T E R P R E T I V E  S I G N A G E

L O W - I M P A C T  I N T E R A C T I V E 
O P P O R T U N I T I E S

A C C E S S I B L E  L O O P  W A L K
S E A T I N G  A L O N G  T R A I L S

E X P L O R A T I O N  Z O N E

D E M O N S T R A T I O N 
B U R N  A R E A S



W A Y F I N D I N G 

P r i m a r y 
S i g n s 
S imp le  and  d i rect iona l 
i n fo rmat ion  fo r  o r i en tat ion

I n t e r p r e t i v e 
S i g n s
Deta i l ed  educat iona l 
i n fo rmat ion 
w i th  i l l u st rat i ve  g raph i c s

O p e r a t i o n a l 
S i g n s 
I n fo rmat ion  fo r  s ta f f, 
l and  management ,  and 
main tenance

C O N S I S T E N T  &  C L E A R 
M E S S A G I N G

I N V I T I N G  &  D I S T I N C T I V E 
M O R N I N G S I D E  C H A R A C T E R

D I G I T A L  A N D  P H Y S I C A L 
I N T E R P R E T A T I O N S



A C C E S S I B L E  R E S T R O O M S
&  S I T E  F U R N I S H I N G S

A C C E S S I B L E

M A I N T A I N A B L E 

F R E S H  &  N A T U R A L  A E S T H E T I C
C O M P A T I B L E  W I T H  L A N D 
M A N A G E M E N T  A C T I V I T I E S



THANK YOU
City of Gainesville 

Wild Spaces & Public Places

For more information, please contact 
Betsy Waite, Director 

City of Gainesville's Wild Spaces & Public Places 
waiteed@cityofgainesville.org

Please provide comments by April 30th, 2025.


